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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended) . In a Home Network 
telephone system, a method for controlling communications privacy* the 
method comprising: 

transceiving calls on at least one external telephone line 
communicating information in a fii'ot format ; 

■ at a gateway, contorting between tho firat foi'iuotKipfl-ft- 

supplving privacy and public rnqfo fon^R™ * options: 
independently selecting private and public modes for each 

ggteaa] kbateafl toe; . 

tTi ngpflngfl tg t^ft public mode for a first 

external telephone line, permitting bridges through a gateway, between 
. firrt ftY frrn»1 tplwnhmm H«a *mi aw An^f and 

in response to selecting the privacy mode for the first 
fixternaj t* 1 whone line! selectively excluding bridges through the 
gateway, between the first external telephone Ene[[eQ and a plurality of 
Homo Notwork the endpoints. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 
wherein Selectively excluding bridges between thefir^ external telephone 
line[s] and a plurality of Homo Network endpoints includes 
exclusively bridging a call between [[a]] the first external telephone line . 
and a first endpoint from among tho plurality of ondpointo. 

3/ Canceled 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[3]] 1 
wherein permitting bridges between the first external telephone line and 
any othe* endpoint o in tho oyotom i ncludes: 

from a second endpoint, selecting the first external telephone 

line; and, 

while the call is bridged to the first endpoint, adding a bridge 
between the first telephone line and the second endpoint. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[3]] 1 
wherein selecting the public mode for the first external telephone line 
oolootivoly oxoluding bridgoo botwoon oxtomal tolophono linoo and a- 
plunolity of Homo Notwork ondpointo includes: 

while in the public mode, bridging a call between the first 
telephone line and the first endpoint; and, 

adding a bridge between the first external telephone line and 
a second endpoint; and, 

the method further comprising: 

toggling to the privacy mode for thft fitfitr ftytern^ t^ephpne 

line: and, 

in response to toggling to the privacy mode, dropping the 
bridge between the first telephone line and the second endpoint. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[3]] A 
wherein ggggggag t f he public mode for the first external tete pfrnng fr'nft 
oolootivoly oxoluding bridgoo botwoon oxtornal tolophono linoo and -tt- 
plurality of Homo Nbtwork ond geiafeo includes, while in the public mode, 
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bridging a call between the first telephone line, the first endpoint, and a 
second endpoint; and, 

the method further comprising: 

selecting the privacy mode for the first ftxtarn^l telephone 

line: and, 

in response to selecting the privacy mode, preventing a 
bridge between the first telephone line and other endpoints in the system. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of daim 1 . 
farther oomprioing: 

Wherein selecting the privacy mode for the first external 
telephone line? * 

whorein ooloetivoly excluding bridged bo i woon external 
tolophono lines and a plurality of Homo Network endpointo includes: 

bridging a call between [faJJ first external telephone line 
and a first endpoint; and, 

in response to selecting the privacy mod e for the first 
external telephone line, preventing bridges between the first external 
telephone line and other endpoints in the system. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7. 
wherein selecting the privacy mode for the first extern al telephone line 
colootivoly OKoIuding bridges between oxtornal tolophono linoa and a 
plurality of Hoyno Network ondpointo includes, while in the privacy mode, 
bridging a call between the first telephone line and the first endpoint; 
and, 

the method further comprising: 
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toggling to the public mode for the first external telephone 

lane: and, 

in response to toggling to the public mode, adding a bridge 
between the first telephone line and a second endpoint* 

9. (Original) The method of claim 7 wherein 
preventing a bridge between the first telephone line and other endpointe 
in the system includes: 

from a second endpoint, selecting the first external telephone 

line; and, 

while the call is bridged between the first telephone line and 
the first endpoint, preventing a bridge between the first telephone line 
and the second endpoint. 

10* (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 
WftftTttill ttmaCfimng afla ftp at feast one ftxternal tele phone line includes 

SfifflBBBiaii&g mfoymatiiw ia ft firet format; 

the method further comprising: 

at a gateway, converting between the fi^t f^rm^ m $ ft 
difitel Home ffetwprfc format; 

establishing traffic channels between the gateway and the 
endpoints to communicate information in the Home Network format; and, 

establishing control channels to control endpoint privacy. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 10 wherein 
establishing a control channel to control endpoint privacy includes: 
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using the control channels to communicate privacy and 
public mode selections to the gateway from the endpoints; and, 

using the control channels to send mode selection 
acknowledgements from the gateway to communicating endpoints, in 
response to making the privacy and public mode selections. 

12. Canceled 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[12]] 
11 further comprising: 

at the gateway, establishing a default mode flag for tha [[a]] 

wherein using the control channels to communicate privacy 
and public mode selections from the endpoints to the gateway includes 
• using the control channels to select default mode flags; and, 

wherein selectively excluding bridges between the first 
'' external telephone line [[9]] and a plurality of Homo Network the 

endpoints includes using the default mode flags to determine whether a 
privacy or a public mode has been selected for the first external telephone 
line jaede, 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13 
further comprising: 

at the gateway, establishing a permission flag for each 
CTfeffMri tetephwte fag cede; 

wherein using the control channels to communicate privacy 
and public mode selections from the endpoints to the gateway includes: 
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using the control channels to select default mode flagB; 

checking the permission flag status to determine if the 
communicating node has permission to change default mode flags; and, 

wherein selectively excluding bridged between the first 
external telephone line[[ej] and a plurality of Homo Notwork the 
endpoints includes changing the default mode flag in response to the 
permission flag status. 

* 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13 
further comprising: 

• at the gateway establishing a toggle flag for each default 
mode flag; 

wherein using the control channels to communicate privacy 
. and public mode selections from the endpoints to the gateway includes: 

using the control channels to select toggle flags for a first call 
bridged to the first external telephone line aed* selected from the group 
including on-going and subsequent calls; and, 

wherein selectively excluding bridges between the first 
external telephone line[[s]l and a plurality of Homo Notwork the 
endpoints includes using the toggle flag to change the default mode flag 
far the first call involving the first external telephone line aode. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15 
further comprising: 

in response to preventing a bridge between the first external 
telephone line and the & second endpoint, sending a communication from 
the gateway to the second endpoint selected from the group including a 
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busy signal and a message indicating that a privacy mode call is currently 
in progress* 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16 
farther comprising: 

in response to preventing a bridge between the fixst external 

v 

telephone line and the & second endpoint, bridging the second endpoint to 
an unused external telephone line. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 16 further 

comprising! 

following the bridging of a call between the first external 
telephone line and the first endpoint in the privacy mode, using the 
control channels to send a transfer command; and, 

while the call is in progress, terminating the bridge between 
the first external telephone line and the first endpoint, and establishing a 
bridge between the first external telephone line and the second endpoint. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16 
wherein selectively excluding bridges between the first external telephone 
line[[e]] and a plurality of Homo Network the endpoints includes bridging 
a call in response to receiving the call on an external telephone line. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15 
wherein selectively excluding bridged between the first external telephone 
line [[a]] and a plurality of Homo Notworlt the endpoints includes 
originating the call from an endpoint. 
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21. (Original) The method of claim 20 wherein 
originating the call from an endpoint included delecting an external 
telephone line from the endpoint. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 15 further 

comprising: 

using &n input/output (I/O) device, supplying privacy and 
public default mode selections, permission flag selections, and toggle flag 
selections to the gateway. 

23. (Previously Amended) A Home Network telephone 
privacy management system comprising: 

a gateway having a port for transceiving calls on at least one 
external telephone line in a first format, the gateway converting botwc ear 
the Srot format , and a digital Homo Network format^ and tho gateway 

fcaWBg a Port for receiving public and privacy Tnnrift raterr* mv^^Tr^dfl, 

i ad sB ffli& aflz ftTternftl teteaab aa a ** A « r Ar + for ^^^^^y 

establishing bridges to the external telephone lines in rooponoo to privacy 
and public modes; esd? 

a plurality of Home Network endpoints, each endpoint 
having a user interface to accept mode commands and external telephone 
line selection commands, each endpoint having a port connected to the 
gateway for supplying mode and external telephone line selection 
commands, each endpoint having a port for establishing bridges to 
external telephone lines through the gateway; 
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wherein the gateway, in response to the selection of the 
public mode for a first external telephone line, nermita bridgea between 
the first external telephone Una end anv endpoint: and. 

wherein the gateway, in response to the selection of the 
privacy mode for the Gr*t, «yto»n»l telephone line, selectively <>Tr1pd«« 
hridgea between the first external telephone line and the endpoints. 

24. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 23 
wherein the gateway exclusively bridges a call between [[a]] the first 
external telephone line and a first endpoint in the privacy mode. - 

26. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 23 
wherein the gateway bridges a call between [[a]] first external line, a 
first endpoint. and a second endpoint in the public mode. 

26. (Currently Amended) . The system of claim 23 
wherein the gateway bridges a call between [[a]] ihs first external 
telephone line and a first endpoint, and prevents bridges between the first 
external telephone line and other endpoints in the system in the privacy 

27. (Original) The system of claim 26 wherein the 
gateway bridges a call between the first external telephone line and the 
first endpoint in the privacy mode; and, 

wherein the gateway permits bridges between the first 
external telephone line and other endpoints in the system, in response to 
receiving a public mode toggle command. 
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28. (Original) The system of claim 26. wherein the 
gateway bridges a call between the first external telephone line and the 
first endpoint in the public mode; and, 

wherein the gateway adds a bridge between the first 
telephone line and a second endpoint while the call is bridged to the first 
endpoint. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 23 wherein the 
gateway bridges a call between a first telephone line and a first endpoint, 
and adds a bridge between the first external telephone line and a second 
endpoint; and, 

wherein the gateway drops the bridge between the first 
telephone line and the second endpoint in response to a privacy mode 
toggle command. 

30. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 23 
wherein the gateway bridges a call between [[a]] j&& first telephone line, a 
first endpoint, and a second endpoint in the public mode; and, 

wherein the gateway prevents a bridge between the first 
telephone line and other endpoints in the system in response to a privacy 
mode toggle command. 

31. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 23 
wherein the gateway bridges a call between [[a]] the first external 
telephone line and a first endpoint in the privacy mode; 
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wherein a second endpoint selects the first external 
telephone line while the call is bridged between the first telephone line 
and the first endpoint; and, 

wherein the gateway prevents a bridge between the first 
telephone line and the second endpoint. 

32. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 23 
wherein the gateway trnnflcpiwa rail* nn pttemul t^ ftT? hone lines in a 
first format, converts between the first fonn^tf flflfl * ^ gital Home 
Network format, establishes traffic channels between the gateway and the 
endpoints to communicate information in the Home Network format, and 
establishes control channels to manage endpoint privacy. 

S3. (Original) The system of claim 32 wherein the 
plurality of endpoints use the control channels to communicate privacy 
and public mode commands to the gateway; and, 

wherein the gateway uses the control channels to send mode 
selection acknowledgements to the endpoints. 

34. Canceled 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[34]] 32 
♦ wherein the gateway receives a privacy mode command for [[a]] Jfeg first 

external telephone line and exclusively bridges a call to an endpoint 
originating a call through the first external telephone line. 
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36. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[34]] 33 
wherein the gateway receives a privacy mode command for [[a]] £M first 
external telephone line and exclusively bridges a call to an endpoint 
receiving a call through the first external telephone line. 

37-38. Canceled 

39. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 83 
wherein a first endpoint selects the privacy mode for the first external 
telephone line: 

wherein the gateway bridges a call between [[a]] first 
external telephone line and the first endpoint; 

wherein a second endpoint selects the first external 
telephone line while the call is bridged between the first telephone line 
and the first endpoint; and, 

wherein the gateway Bends a communication to the second 
endpoint selected from the group including a busy signal and a message 
indicating that a privacy mode call is currently in progress. 

40. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 33 
wherein a first endpoint selects the privacy mode for the first external . 
tftfcpfrone line; 

wherein th£ gateway bridges a call between [[a]] the first 
external telephone line and the first endpoint; 

wherein a second endpoint selects the first external 
telephone line while the call is bridged between the first telephone line 
and the first endpoint; and, 
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wherein the gateway bridges the second endpoint to an 
unused external telephone line. 

41. (Currently Amended) The system of claim \[34j} 33 
wherein a first endpoint supplies a transfer command to the gateway for 
. the transfer of a privacy mode call to a second endpoint; and, 

wherein the gateway, while the call is in progress, 
terminates the bridge between [[a]] first external telephone line and 
the first endpoint, and establishes a bridge between the first external 
telephone line and the second endpoint in response to the transfer 
c ommand * 

• 42. (Currently Amended) ^ The system of claim [[34]] 33 
wherein the system further comprises a gateway flag repository having a 
default flog for each rnrragprmdiTiff ??f fti>rTV»1 fr^^phone line cede. . 
wherein the fl^g repository has a port to accept control channel 
communications for selecting default mode flags and for communications 
with the gateway; and, 

wherein the gateway accesses default mode Sags in the flag 
repository to determine whether a privacy or a public mode has been 
selected for a corresponding external telephone line sede. 

43. (Original) The system of claim 42 wherein the flag 
repository further includes a permission flag corresponding to each 
endpoint; and, 

wherein the gateway receives control channel 
communications from endpoints attempting to change the default mode 
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flag, the gateway checking the corresponding permission flag status to . 
determine whether a communicating endpoint has permission to change 
the default mode status, and the gateway changing the default mode flags 
in response to the permission flag values. 

44. (Original) The system of claim 48 wherein the flag 
repository includes toggle flags for each corresponding default mode flag; 
and, 

wherein the gateway receives control channel 
communications for setting toggle flag values, the gateway checking the 
toggle values during a first call selected from the group including on-going 
and subsequent calls, and overriding the default mode flag for the first 
call in response to the toggle value. 

45. (Original) The system of claim 44 further 

comprising: 

an input/output (I/O) device having a user interface for 
accepting external telephone line privacy and public selection commands 
and a port connected to the gateway for selecting flag repository flag 
values. 

46. (New) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
independently selecting private and public modes fox each 

Home Network endpoint; 

in response to the selecting the public mode for a first 
endpoint, permitting bridges through the gateway, between a second 
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exxdpoint and the first external telephone line, when the first endpoint is 
bridged to the first external telephone line; and, 

in response to selecting the privacy mode for the first 
endpoint, excluding bridges through the gateway, between the second 
endpoint and the first external telephone line, when the first endpoint is 
bridged to the first external telephone line. 

47. (New) The method of claim 46 wherein selecting the 
privacy mode for the first endpoint includes exclusively bridging a call to 
an external telephone line through which the first endpoint originates a 
call. 

48. (New) The method of claim 46 wherein selecting the 
privacy mode for the first endpoint includes exclusively bridging a call to 
an external telephone line from which the first endpoint receives a call 

49. (New) The system of claim 23 wherein the gateway 
receives public and privacy mode selection commands, independently for 
endpoints; 

wherein the gateway, in response to the selection of the 
public mode for a first endpoint, permits bridges between a second 
endpoint and the first external telephone line, when the first endpoint is 
bridged to the first external telephone line; and, 

wherein the gateway, in response to selection of the privacy 
mode for the first endpoint, excludes bridges between the second endpoint 
and the first external telephone line, when the first endpoint is bridged to 
' the first external telephone line. 
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50« , (New) The system of claim 49 wherein the gateway' 
exclusively bridges a call between the first endpoint and the first external 
telephone line when operating in the privacy mode. 

.51. (New) The system of claim 49 wherein the gateway 
bridges a call between the first endpoint and the first external telephone 
line, and prevents bridges between the first external telephone line and 
other endpoints when operating in the privacy mode. 

52. (New) The system of claim 49 wherein the gateway 
transceives calls on the external telephone lines in a first format, converts 
between the first format and a digital Home Network format, establishes 
traffic channels between the gateway and the endpoints to communicate 
information in the Home Network format, and establishes control - 
channels to manage endpoint privacy. 

53. (New) The system of claim 49 wherein the gateway 
receives a privacy mode command for the first endpoint and exclusively' 
bridges a call to an external telephone line through which the first 
endpoint originates a calL 

54. - (New) The system of claim 49 wherein the gateway 
receives a privacy mode command for the first endpoint and exclusively 
bridges a call to an external telephone line from which the first endpoint 
receives a call. 
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